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PAUL CHANDLER reflects upon his Ordination…

February 22nd marks a significant change in my life and it
also marks a defining response to an inner voice that has
been part of my thoughts and prayers for about 10 years.

I am excited. I am nervous. I am full of wonder and awe as
this day comes closer. Yet, at the same time, underneath
there is the gracious presence of God's Spirit who brings
peace and an inner certainty of the heart. In going forward to
ordination I trust not in myself but in God, who is leading me
to the deepest fulfilment of my humanity.

(Continued on page 3)
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Jesus came to Capernaum, and on the
Sabbath he entered the synagogue and
taught. The people were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority and not as the scribes.

Rising very early before dawn, he left and
went off to a deserted place, where he
prayed. Simon and those who were with
him pursued him and on finding him said,
"Everyone is looking for you."

He told them, "Let us go on to the nearby
villages that I may preach there also. For
this purpose have I come."

So he went into their synagogues, preach-
ing and driving out demons throughout
the whole of Galilee.

______________________
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Archbishop Bathersby recently
appointed Mark Lysaght to the
new role of Vocations Promo-
tions Officer.

As part of his role, Mark will be
talking with young men who
have shown an interest in be-
coming a Priest, and visiting
parishes, universities and
schools to share about Priest-
hood and God’s call.

Over the next few weeks, Mark
will be contacting a number of
the young men who receive this
newsletter.

You will read more about Mark
in the next edition of The Call.
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My journey to this point began in my family, in the schools I went to
and among my friends. There I experienced love, understanding and
a sense of God who was very much part of our lives. After school, I
joined the Christian Brothers, who had educated me. They gave me
pre-service education for teaching but after a few years I sensed, in
ways that can't easily be put into words, that my life was not en-
twined with theirs totally. So, when my temporary vows expired I left
and continued teaching in Catholic schools around the Archdiocese.
I think primarily through the example and friendship of the Oblates at
Iona College, where I taught for most of my career, I started to think
of priesthood as a possibility for me. It took years, much thought,

prayer and many conversations until I reached the point where I had to go to the seminary
to see if the call was real and possible for me.

I am so pleased I did because from the first few weeks I felt I was in the right place. That
feeling of congruence and right-fit has never left me. Through hard times and difficulties it
hasn't been far away and throughout the years of formation I have received much affirma-
tion that has also been God's way of letting me know I was on the right track.

Now, as I approach the close of one chapter of my life and the opening of another, I am
grateful for all that has gone before in my life and full of hope for the future. Not an opti-
mism that everything will be rosy; rather, a belief that in being responsive to God as I am
able and where I am, there is peace, there is life in its fullest.

To those who read this, are interested in or thinking about priesthood, my message for you
is threefold:

Firstly, keep thinking, keep praying and keep talking about it with those you can.

Secondly, because God deals directly with us, ask God for answers to your questions. God
will answer; not with shining lights from heaven but, most probably, in an interior way and
through other people.

Be prepared to give the seminary a go. To find that being a priest is right for you is great.
To find it's not is also great because in that you're finding more about what God desires and
dreams for you.

Lastly, if you can, come along to my ordination and be part of our local church as we cele-
brate God's abiding fidelity to us and one person's faltering and limited response to our
faithful God.

Paul Chandler

PAUL CHANDLER reflects on his Ordination
(Continued from page 1)
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