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A weekend for
men to look more
closely at whether

God might be
calling them to

Priesthood.
�
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GOD OR THE GIRL? REALITY TV SHOW!
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Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit,
insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like newborn
infants, long for pure spiritual milk so that
through it you may grow into salvation, for you
have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human
beings but chosen and precious in the sight of
God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be
built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. …

You are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people of his own, so that you
may announce the praises" of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were "no people" but now you are
God's people; you "had not received mercy"
but now you have received mercy.

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and sojourners to
keep away from worldly desires that wage war
against the soul. Maintain good conduct among
the Gentiles, so that if they speak of you as
evildoers, they may observe your good works
and glorify God on the day of visitation.

______________________
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The Vocations Office congratulates the
following priests celebrating a jubilee this
year. They are a model to us of faith,
faithfulness, service and commitment.
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» Fr Joe Flannery
» Fr Brian Burke
» Fr Kevin Burman OSA

�������	
����������������������
» Fr Gerry Kalinowski

Jubilee Celebrations will happen in June.
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God Talks are overnight retreats
for young adults (18-35), and an
opportunity to pray, discover,
listen and share your journey.

Cost $20 - incl accommodation
and meals. BYO sleeping bag and
pen. Mass is included.

For info, contact Sr Rosa:
3398 3555 or 0419 779 262�
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Yeah yeah yeah - you’ve heard it all before. Maybe someone has said to you, “I
think you’d make a great priest!”. Maybe your own priest has asked you, “Have
you considered your vocation?”. Or maybe you’ve just asked the question of
yourself, “What is God calling me to?”.

This might be a new question for you, or perhaps you’ve been thinking about it
for months, even years. So what have you done about it? Have you tested it?
What has God said?

“Test Your Call” is a weekend for young men discerning a vocation to the
Priesthood. It’s a chance to look more closely at this vocation, to learn ways of
discerning your call, and to share some time with other young men exploring the
same issues.

Mark this weekend in your diary (full details available soon). For information,
contact Mark Lysaght: 3336 9203 or lysaghtm@bne.catholic.net.au.
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“In order to respond to the call of God and start on our journey, it is not necessary

to be already perfect. We know that the prodigal son’s awareness of his own sin
allowed him to set out on his return journey and thus feel the joy of reconciliation with
the Father. Weaknesses and human limitations do not present an obstacle, as long
as they help make us more aware of the fact that we are in need of the redeeming
grace of Christ.”

“Throughout the centuries many men and women, transformed by divine love, have
consecrated their lives to the cause of the Kingdom… These men and women, who
knew the mystery of the love of the Father through Jesus, represent the variety of
vocations which have always been present in the Church. ”

“Within the framework of this universal call, Christ, the High Priest, in his solicitude
for the Church calls persons in every generation who are to care for his people. In
particular, he calls to the ministerial priesthood men who are to exercise a fatherly
role, the source of which is within the very fatherhood of God (cfr Eph 3,14). The
mission of the priest in the Church is irreplaceable. Therefore, even if in some regions
there is a scarcity of clergy, it should never be doubted that Christ continues to raise
up men who, like the Apostles, leaving behind all other work, dedicate themselves
completely to the celebration of the sacred mysteries, to the preaching of the Gospel
and to pastoral ministry.”

Excerpts from:
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View his whole message at www.vatican.va.
Click on ‘Latest Updates’ then ’XLIII World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 2006’.


